
Writing task: Newspaper report 

Suggested SPAG: Points of view 

 

Task 1: 

A newspaper report needs to be about an interesting event, but also present FACTS. It cannot 

give opinions of the writer (you). 

Decide on what you would like to write your newspaper report about. It can be made up if 

you like. 

Some ideas are: 

The last day of school 

A day in your life at home currently 

A school trip 

A lottery win 

Aliens landing in your garden 

Finding an ancient jewel in your garden 

 



Write down all of the facts you want to include in your article. You need to think about the 

5WS; 

WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY. 

 

Task 2: 

Write the lead paragraph.  

• Make the paragraph short and snappy so that it briefly explains what has happened; 
• Ensure that, even if the reader stopped reading at this point, they would still know 

roughly what happened; 
• Use past tense in most cases; 
• Make sure the first paragraph answers who, what, where, when and why (or how). 

 

Write the body section.  

• Add more information and detail to your lead paragraph; 
• Include background information, evidence, facts and quotes from people involved in 

or connected to the event/story; 
• Continue to write in order of importance, putting the most important information in 

the first few paragraphs of the body section. 
• Use conjunctions to link ideas. 

 

 

Task 3:  

Write the tail section. 

• Give the reader the opportunity to gain additional information if they are particularly 
interested in the topic of the news report; 

• Include links to previous news reports or useful websites; 
• Include a final quote from a witness or expert that helps to sum up the story or that 

could hint at what might happen next. 
 

Now, think of an interesting headline that you could use to catch the reader’s attention. 

 

Task 4:  

Check over your writing and make sure that you are happy with it. You might want to edit- 

have a look on the blended learning website for an editing video to help you. Next, you can 

make your newspaper report look like a real one by writing up into columns and adding 

pictures.  


